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BOOKS printed for, and fold by, R. 
Mansy and H. S. Cox, on Ludgate-hill, 


8 J. A Free Inquiry into the Miraculous Powers, which are 
ſuppoſed to have ſubſiſted in the Chriſtian Church 
from the earneſt Ages through ſeveral ſucceſſive Centuries; 
by which is ſhewn that we have no ſufficient Reaſon to be. 
lieve upon the Authority of the primitive Fathers, that an 
ſach Powers were continued to the Church after the Days 
of the Apoſtles. To which is prefixed, the Introductory 
Diſcourſe. 4to. | | 
II. Remarks on two Pamphlets lately publiſh'd againſt 
Dr. Middleton's IntroduQtory Diſcourſe ; the one, intituled, 
Obſervations on that Diſcourſe, in anſwer to the Anthor's 
Prejudices, &c. the other, The Jeſuit Cabal farther opened, 
or a Defence of Dr. Chapman's late Charge, &c. with x 
Preface to theſe Remarks, giving a brief Account of a 
certain Book, which. profeſſes to exhibit a full, true and 
comprehenſive View of Chriſtianity, &c. as it was taught 
and practiſed by. the Univerſal Church during the four Firk 
Centuries, with ſome occaſional Reflections on the {aid Bock. 
5 „ ; 2 
7 III. A Letter from Rome, ſhewing an exact Conformity 
5 between Popery and Paganiſm; or, the Religion of the 
preſent Romans derived from that of the Heathen Anceſtors. 
To which are added, 1. A prefatory Diſcourſe, containing 
NE an Anſwer to all the Objections of the Writer of a popiſh 
| Book, intituled, The Catholic Chriſtian inſtructed, &. with 
many new Facts and Teſtimonies, in farther Confirmation 
of the general Argument of the Letter. And, 2. A Poſt. 
ſcript, in which Mr. Warberten's Opinion concerning the 
Paganiſm of Rome is particularly conſidered. Ihe fifth 
Edition. Svo. 
IV. The Hiſtory of the Life of Marcus Tullius Cicero. 
The third Edition. In three Vols. 8vo. : 
N. B. There are a few remaining Copies of the Quar io E. 
dition in large Paper, which may be had at Subſcription 
Price 
V. The Epiſtles of M. T. Cicero to M. Brutus, and of 
Brutus to Cicero; with the Latin Text on the oppoſite Page, 
and Engliſh Notes to each Epiſtle. Together with a pre- 
fatory Diſſertation, in which the Authority of the ſaid E- 
piſtles is vindicated, and all the Objections of the Revs. 
Mr. Tunftail particularly conſidered and confuted. Svo. 


N. B. The/e by Conyers Middleton, D. D. Princital li- 
brary keeper, of the Univerſity of Cambridge. 
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Occaſioned by 


His REM AR K'S 
ON. I 
Dr. MID DLETON“ s Free Inguiry 


into the Miraculous Powers, ſuppoſed | 


to have ſubhiſted in the Chriſtian Church, 
From the Earlieſt Ages. 


In which is ſhewn, 
That we have no ſufficient Reaſon to believe, 
upon the Authority of the Primitive Fathers, 


That any ſuch Powers were continued to 
the Church, after the Days of the Apoſtles. 


And likewile, 


That the Primitive Fathers have not, according to 
Mr. Jackſen's own Account, preſerved, in their 
Writings, the pure and uncorrupted Faith and | | 
Decree of 8 and his 88 
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To the REVEREND 
Mr. FACKSOM. 


S 1 R, 
" J HOEVER is at all acquainted 
with your frantic Zeal for all the 
Rubbiſh of antient Tradition, 


and antient Fathers, equal to that of the 


moſt bigotted Papiſt, will not be ſurprized, 
that you ſhould appear among the fore- 
mot to fall upon Dr. Middleton's Free 
Inquiry, &c. the Deſign of which is to 
convince Proteſtants, © That their Reli- 
gion reſts upon the ſingle, but ſolid 
Foundation of the ſacred Scriptures.” 
Whether there be ſufficient Reaſon to be- 


lieve, upon the Authority of the Primitive 
Hathers, — That any miraculous Powers 


A were 


2 ALETT E R # 
were continued to the Church, after the 
Days of the Apoſtles, will * upon 
theſe two Points, viz, 
1. What thoſe Miracles were, to which 
the Primitive Fathers bear Teſtimony, 

2. Who the Perſons were, by whom 
the Primitive Fathers teſtify thoſe Mira- 
cles to have been wrought. 

i Though Dr. Middleton has alledged ſe- 
veral other unanſwerable Reaſons, —That 
no miraculous Powers ſubſiſted in the 
Chriſtian Church, after the Days of the 
Apoſtles; — yet he may, I think, ſafely 
riſque his Cauſe upon theſe two Points only, 

By the Account, which the Door has 
given us, out of the Writings of the Pri- 
mitive Fathers, it undeniably appears,— 
That the Fathers have related ſome of the 
moſt abſurd and ridiculous Miracles, as 

they call them, which they aſſert of their 
own Knowledge to have been wrought, 

Theſe you have very artfully paſſed 
over, and chooſe to confine your Inquiry to 
thoſe four miraculous Powers, —** of rat 
« fing the Dead ; of healing the Sick ; of 
be * caſting out Devils; and of ſpeaking ca 

66 © Tongues; ; 
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«© Tongues; — which, there can be no 


Doubt, you do, for this Reaſon, — That 


you would have your Readers believe, that 
the Primitive Fathers have teſtified no 
other Miracles to have been wrought in 
their Days, than what were wrought by 
Chriſt, and by his Apoſtles, 

The Miracles, wrought by Chri/t and 


his Apoſtles, were of ſuch a Nature, as 


ſhewed they were worthy to be wrought 
by Perſons, who declared they were ſent 
and commiſſioned by God. And had they 
pretended to have worked ſuch abſurd and 
ridiculous Miracles, as the Primitive Fa- 
{hers teſtify to have been wrought in their 
Days, this would entirely have deſtroyed 
the Credit of thoſe other Miracles; be- 


cauſe it is moſt abſurd and impious to 


believe, — That they were ſent and com- 
miſſioned by God to work ſuch ridiculous 
Miracles. oft | 
And therefore were any ſuch abſurd and 
ridiculous Miracles recorded in the Goſpel 
to have been wrought by Chriſt and his 
£Apoſiles, as are recorded in the Writings 
of the Primitive Fathers to have been 
BRED RS. wrought 
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4 ALETTER v 
wrought in their Days; this would have 


been a juſt and unanſwerable Reaſon to 


deny the Ttuth of the Goſpel. 


But the Reaſon, why no Credit ought 


to be given to the Teſtimony of the Pri- 


mitive Fathers, will appear much ſtron- 
ger, if we enquire, in the ſecond Place,. 
who the Perſons were, by whom the Fa- 
thers teſtify. thoſe Miracles to have been 
wrought, 


The Account, 3 Do. Middleton has 


given of the Per/ons, by whom the Pri- 


mitive Fathers teſtify the Miracles, re- 
corded in their Writings, to have been 


wrought, is this, — As to the Perſons, 


who wrought theſe Miracles, the Fathers 


leave us ſtrangely in the dark; for in- 
< ſtead of ſpecifying their Names, Con- 


« ditions, or Characters, their general Style 


* 153 — Such and ſuch Works are done 


* among us, or by us; by our People; by 
*© a few; by many; by our Exorciſts; by 
* ignorant Laymen, Women, Boys, and 
« any ſimple Chriſtian whatſoever.” In 
quiry, p. 22, 
If 


x 
8 
. 
Fo; 
8 
8 
2 
* 
3 
»:& 
A 
4) 
4s 
ot 
7 
0 
Aa » 
i 
bv 


, AA 
N 

ED 

by 


* 4 


the Rev. Mr. Jacx80N,. 8 

If this be the Truth, I appeal to every 
impartial Man, whether any Credit ought 
to be given to the Teſtimony of the Fa- 
thers. And ſo far are you from denying, 
That theſe were the Per/ons by whom the 
Fathers teſtify, that all the Miracles re- 
corded by them, were wrought, that you 
confirm it by a Paſſage out of Origen. 
Theſe are your Words: * Origen alſo ob- 
« ſerves, that ſo great and univerſal was 
« the Power of Chriſtians, in curing Dæ- 
« moniacs, by invoking the Name of Fe- 


_« {4s only, that Chriſtians of the loweſt 


Rank frequently caſt out Demons.” 
Remarks, p. 5s. | | 
The Remarks, which Dr. Middleton 


makes upon this Teſtimony of the Fathers, 


are worthy the Conſideration of every fin- 
cere Proteflant,—< Here (ſays the Doctor) 
* we ſee a Diſpenſation of Things aſcrib- 
*ed to God, quite different from that, 


© which we meet with in the New Teſa- 


* mient, For, in thoſe Days, the Power 
of working Miracles was committed to 
none but the Apo/zles, and to a few of 
<« the moſt eminent of the other Diſciples, 
« who 
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e who were particularly commiſſioned ta 
<< propagate the Goſpel, and preſide in the 
Church of Chriſt; but upon the pre- 
« tended Revival of the ſame Powers in 
< the following Ages, we find the Admi- 
* niſtration of them committed, not to 
e thoſe, who were intruſted with the Go- 
% yernment of the Church; not to the 
c Succeflors of the Apoſtles, to the Biſhops, 
the Martyrs, or the principal Champions 
e of the Chriſtian Cauſe; but to Boys, to 
« Women, and above all, to private and 
* obſcure Laymen, not only of an inferi- 
« or, but ſometimes alſo of a bad Cha- 
ce rafter.” Inquiry, p. 24. 

Now all this you very prudently oak 
over, and ſay not one Word to it. And 
Here again I appeal to all impartial Men; 
whether, if the Apoſtles in their Writings 
had given us ſuch an Account of the Mi- 
racles wrought in their Days, that they 
were not wrought by Chriſt himſelf, or 
by themſelves, or others of the moſt emi- 
nent Diſciples, but were wrought by the 
loweſt of the People; —whether, I ſay, if 
the Sacred Writers had given this _— 

of 
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the Rev. Mr. JAcx&on. © 


of the Miracles wrought in confirmation 


of the Truth of the Goſpel, it would not 


effectually have given too juſt Reaſon to 


ſuſpect and even ; the Truth of the 
Goſpel. 


For was it not if, that thoſe who were 


particularly eommiſſioned to preach the 
Goſpel, ſhould be the Perſons to work 


the Miracles in confirmation of the Truth 
of it? Or can any thing be more ridicu- 


lous and abſurd, than to ſuppoſe, That 
/ome ſhould be appointed to preach the 


Goſpel, and others to work Miracles in 


confirmation of the Truth of it; and that 
thoſe who worked the Miracles ſhould be 
the /oweft of the People? This is fo in- 


credible, that it is impoſſible to believe 
thoſe Miracles to be any other than Cheaf 
and Impoſture. 


And yet, without making any Reply to 


this, you have the Modeſty to tell us; — 
That you have ſufficiently confuted all 
' that Dr. Middleton has offered on the 
subject; and have conſidered with that 
* free Inquiry, which the Doclor recom- 
* mends, all the material Things in his 
% Book, 
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8 A LETTER 25 
« Book, relating to the Primitive Church, 
* and the Evidence afforded from the Te- 
te ſtimdny of the Primitive Fathers, for 
« the Gift of Miracles continuing after 
* the Times of the * Remarks, 
argon Sons: Cr, 
Anʒd in almoſt the very next Words you 
_ contradict yourſelf, when you ſay; 2— 4 
« have neither Leiſure nor Inclination to 
ee proceed farther in examining the learned 
te Doctors Work. But from the Specimen 
« have given in the preceding Remarks, 
« it appears that the Doctor is not that 
« fair and free Inquirer and Lover of Sin- 
ie cerity and Truth, which he would have 
« ys think him to be.” Ibid. 

Is the giving a Specimen, how eaſy a 
Book is to be anſwered, the fame, as con- 
fidering all the material Things in that 
| Book? or is the conſidering ſome few ma- 
terial Things, the ſame, as conſidering all 
the material Things? For that is all, that 
can be underſtood by a Specimen, But I 
defy you to ſhew, that you have conſider- 
ed one material Thing in the Dodtor $ 

Book, 14 
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the Rev, Mr. Jacxs0N. 9 
And is it not pleaſant to hear you ſay, 
s have not Leiſure to proceed far- 
« ther in examining the learned Doctor's 


« Work?” — As if you would have your 


Readers think, that your Cure of Souls at 
Roſſington does not afford you Leiſure; 


when you can turn out a Scribler upon 
almoſt every Occaſion, inſomuch that M.. 


Warburton thought fit to dignify you with 
the Title of, The Anſwerer General. 
And is not this a notable Contrivance of 


| anſwering a large Book, by way of Spe- 
cimen; that is, of anſwering Arguments 


without ſaying one Word to them, or fo 


much as reciting them? This brings to 


my Mind the Controverſy which Mr. Locke 


had with a Reverend Divine concerning 


Toleration. When Mr. Locke publiſhed 
his Third Letter, which was of a conſi- 
derable Length, and took in the Whole 
that had been, or could be urged on that 
Subject; his Antagoniſt, inſtead of giving 
an Anſwer to it, publiſhed a very ſhort 
Trac, which he called, — A brief Speci- 


men of the Anſwerableneſs of if, He was 
not ſuch a Blunderer, as to call his Spe- 


B cimen 
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10 JILETT E Ro 
cimen an Anſwer to the Whole of M.. 
Locke's Letter. And I muſt do the Gen- 
tleman this farther Juſtice, That he did 
43 not publiſh his Specimen, till twelve Years 
3 after Mr. Locke publiſhed his Letter; pro- 
bably in hopes, either that the Contro- 
verſy might have been forgotten, or that 
few would give themſelves the Trouble to 
read it over again; in which the Gentle- 
man ſhewed a little more Modeſty, than 
you have done; who came out with your 
Specimen, juſt upon the Back of the 
Doctor's Book, when the Whole of it 
muſt be freſh in the A" of all, who 
have read it, f 5 
Verily, Sir, were it true, That you have 
neither Leiſure nor Inclination to proceed 
farther in examining the Doctor's Work 
and had you ſhewn your Specimen to 
any of your Friends, they would have ad- 
viſed you, not to examine the Doctor's 
Work at all, till you had Leiſure and In- 
clination to have conſidered the hole of 
A DI N 
1 ſhall expect you will anſwer to this: 
— What! Have I not ſhewn the un- 
« queſtionablc 
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the Rev. Mr, IAcks oN. 11 
« queſtionable Validity and Truth of the 


« Miracle wrought at the Martyrdom of 


e Polycarp, about half a Century after the 
« Death of Sr. Jobn, and atteſted by the 
« Church of Smyrna, where he ſuffered, 
« and Thouſands ſaw the Miracle?” Re- 
© Marks. oo 
Not to diſpute this Point with you, 
becauſe I would not diſcourage ſo learned 
and able a Writer from appearing any 
more in this Controverſy, give me leave 
to aſk you; Does this in the leaſt affect 
or concern the Queſtion or Point in diſ- 
pute between the Doctor and you? Is 
the Queſtion, Whether any Miracles were 
wrought by the Interpoſition of the Power 
of God? Or is not the Queſtion, Whe- 
ther any Miracles were wrought by Per- 
ſons, who pretended to be empowered by 
God to work thoſe Miracles? The Point 
you ought to have proved was, —That 
tome Perſon, who was preſent at the 
Mirtyrdom of Polycarp, wrought that 
Miracle, which was atteſted by the Church 
ol Smyrna, and which Thouſands ſaw, 
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| | x2 ALETTER &© 
4 Be fo good to try your Skill, and ſhew 
| the unqueſtionable Validity and Truth of 
F any one of thoſe moſt ridiculous Stories, 


related by the Fathers, of Miracles being 
wrought by Perfons, whom they have na- 
med, and with whom ſome or other of 
the Fathers lived and converſed. Or ſhew 
the unqueſtionable Validity and Truth, in 
any one Inſtance, of raiſing the Dead, 
ce of healing the Sick, of caſting out De- 
 « vils, and of ſpeaking with Tongues; 
which Miracles the Fathers teſtify to have 
been wrought, by Boys, by Wemen, and 
by the /oweſt of the People. 
There is not one of thoſe Miracles re- 
corded in the New Teftament, © of raiſing 
| 95 «© the Dead, of healing the Sick, or of 
TX e caſting out Devils,” without ſpecifying 


| the Occafion of their being wrought, the 
| Perſons by whom they were wrought, and 
the Per/ons on whom they were wrought, 
This is an undeniable Proof, That there 
<ould be no Cheat or Impoſture ; and is 
E likewiſe an unanfwerable Reaſon, That 
we ought to believe the Truth of the 
3 Miracles recorded in the New Teſtament. 
— But 


the Rev. Mr. JAcx8o0n. 13 

But is any thing of this to be found 
in the Writings of the Primitive Fathers, 
concerning any of thoſe Miracles, which 
they teſtify to have been wrought in their 
Days? It muſt be confeſſed, when they 
relate any of thoſe moſt ridiculous Stories, 
ſuch as that of Hilarion the Monk (told 
by St. Ferom in his Life) — © How a 
e Baarian Camel, of an enormous Size, 
« which had already deſtroyed many Peo- 
« ple; above thirty Men were employed 
to drag him along with the ſtrongeſt 
* Ropes, His Eyes were bloody, his 
Mouth foaming, his Tongue rolling 
and ſwoln, and his ſtrange Roaring a- 
© bove all Terrors. The old Man ordered 
it to be let looſe; upon which all, who 
% were about him, ran away immediate- 
* ly ; the Saint came forward alone, and, 
in the Syriac Tongue, ſaid, — Thou doſt 
* not affright me, Devil, with all that 
Bulk of Body; thou art one and the 
* {ame in a little Fox, or in a Camel. And 
© ſo he ſtood firm with his Arm ſtretch- 
* ed out; and as the Beaſt advanced to- 
© wards him, furious and ready to devour 
cc him, 


14 We ALETTER 70 5 
« him, it preſently fell down with its 
« Head to the Ground; ſo that all Per- 
« ſons were amazed at the ſudden Change, 
« from ſo great a F ierceneſs, to ſuch a 
« Tameneſs.” Inquiry, p. 89, A Story, of 
the ſame Kind, is that related by St. Au- 
Lin; How a pious old Cobler of Hippo, 
where he himſelf was Biſhop, having 
te loſt his old Coat, and wanting Money 
c to buy a new one, betook himſelf to 
« the Twenty Martyrs, whoſe Chapel 
or Memorial was famous in that City; 
«© where he prayed to them very earneſtly, 
« that he might be enabled by them to 
« get ſome Cloaths, Some young Fel- 
« lows, who overheard him, began to 
make Sport with him, and purſued him 
te with their Scoffs, for begging Money to 
« buy a Coat. But as the old Man walk- 
ce ed away, Without minding them, he 
« ſaw a large Fiſh lie gaſping on the Shore, 
« which he caught by the Help of the 
« young Men, and ſold to a Chriſtian 
. « Cook, for three hundred Pence; and 
| « laying out the Money on Wool, ſet his 
| " Wilke to work, to provide Cloaths for 
| « him; 
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the Rev. Mr. Jacxson. 15 
« him; but the Cooꝶ cutting open the 
« Fiſh, found a Gold Ring alſo in the 
40 Belly of it which, out of Compaſſion 


« to the poor Man, and the Terror alſq 


« of Religion, he preſently carried to the 
« Cobler, ſaying; — See here is the Cloath- 


« ing, Which the Twenty Martyrs have 


given you.“ Did. p. 139. 

The Writings of the Primitive Fathers 
are filled with Tales of this Kind, as con- 
temptible, as any, in the Popiſb Legends; 
as may be ſeen from that Collection which 
Dr. Middleton has made of them; in re- 


lating of which the Fathers arè very parti- 
cular; which is an undeniable Argument, 


that they believed the Truth of them. 


But when they give their Teſtimony to 
any of thoſe Miracles, „of healing the 


« Sick, of raiſing the Dead, or of caſting 
* out Devils;” they only affirm in gene- 


ral, That ſuch Miracles were wrought in 
their Days; which gives a ſtrong Suſpi- 


czon, That they did not really believe 
them. 4 
is it not then moſt abſurd and impi- 
ous, to put theſe Miracles, which the Fa- 
 thers 
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t bers atteſt to have been wrought in their 
Days, upon the ſame Foot with the Mi. 
racles atteſted by the Vriters of the New 
Teflament ; and to aſſert, That the Au- 
thority and Evidence for both are the 
ſame? And yet this is what you do in 
the Preface to your Remarks, when you 
- ay;—* If all the Miracles, after the Days 
« of the Apoſtles, atteſted unanimouſly by 
« the Primitive Fathers, are no better 
te than Enthuſiaſm, Cheat, and Impo- 
e ſture; then we are deprived of our E- 
ce yidence for the Truth of the Goſpel- 
« Miracles, and Chriſtianity _y be call- 
ce ed in Queſtion.” 

God forbid, that the Truth of the Mi- 
racles, recorded in the New Teftlament, 
ſhould depend upon the Truth of all, or 
any, of the Miracles atteſted by the Fa- 

bers to have been wrought in their Days. 
There is not the leaſt Similizude or Con- 
nexion between them; excepting, that the 
Fathers do atteſt the ſame Miracles, as are 
atteſted by the Writers in the New Teſta- 
ment. But do they relate one of the ſame 


Circumſtances of thoſe Miracles being 
1 wrought, 
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wrought, which are related in the G0. 


hel? 


Had you ſaid,— That if the Miracles 
atteſted by the Primitive Fathers are no 
better than Enthuſiaſm, Cheat, and Im- 
poſture ; then is the Church of Rome de- 
prived of her Evidence for the Truth of 
the Miracles, atteſted to be wrought in 
that Church, and Popery may be called 
in Queſtion ;—you had ſaid nothing but 
the Truth; and is the very ſame, which, 
you know, your good Friends the Papiſts 


do fay; and, for that Reaſon, contend ſo 


zealouſly for the Truth of all the Mira- 
cles atteſted by the Fathers. Theſe muſt 
ſtand or fall together. This the Church of 
Rome is wiſe enough to ſee, and know; 


and deride all ſuch Proteſtants, as your- 


ſelf, who do not, or will not ſee, That 
you ſerve the Cauſe of Popery, when you 
contend for the Truth of any of the 
Miracles, atteſted by the Primitive Fa- 
thers, 

Men will, and Ade ought, to judge 
of the Truth of the Miracles recorded in 
the Goſpel, from the Manner in which 
-© they 
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thers atteſt to have been wrought in their 
Days, upon the ſame Foot with the Mi. 


racles atteſted by the Writers of the New 


Teflament ; and to aſſert, That the Au- 
thority and Evidence for both are the 
ſame? And yet this is what you do in 
the Preface to your Remarks, when you 
ſay;—“ If all the Miracles, after the Days 

« of the Apoſtles, atteſted unanimouſly by 
ce the Primitive Fathers, are no better 
te than Enthuſiaſm, Cheat, and Impo- 
« ſture; then we are deprived of our E- 
evidence for the Truth of the Goſpel- 
« Miracles, and Chriſtianity they be call- 
ce ed in Queſtion.” 

God forbid, that the Truth of the Mi- 


racles, recorded in the New Teftlament, 


ſhould depend upon the Truth of all, or 
any, of the Miracles atteſted by the Fa- 


bers to have been wrought in their Days. 
There is not the leaſt Similitude or Con- 


nexion between them; excepting, that the 


Fathers do atteſt the ſame Miracles, as are 
atteſted by the Writers in the New Teſta- 


ment, But do they relate one of the ſame 


Circumſtances of thoſe Miracles being 
"_ wrought, 
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wrought, which are related in the Go- 


hel? 


Had you ſaid,.— That if che Miracles 
atteſted by the Primitive Fatbers are no 
better than Enthuſiaſm, Cheat, and Im- 
poſture; then is the Church of Rome de- 
prived of her Evidence for the Truth of 


the Miracles, atteſted to be wrought in 


that Church, and Popery may be called 
in Queſtion ;—you had ſaid nothing but 


the Truth; and is the very ſame, which, 


you know, your good Friends the Paprfis 
do ſay; and, for that Reaſon, contend ſo 

zealouſly for the Truth of all the Mira- 
cles atteſted by the Fathers. Theſe muſt 
{tand or fall together. This the Church of 


Rome is wiſe enough to ſee, and know; 
and deride all ſuch Proteſtants, as your- 


ſelf, who do not, or will not ſee, That 
you ſerve the Cauſe of Popery, when you 


contend for the Truth of any of the 


Miracles, atteſted by the Primitive Fa- 


thers, 


Men will, and indeed FO to judge 


of the Truth of the Miracles recorded in 


the * from the Manner in which 
» they 
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18 ILET T E R ro 
they are related to have been wrought, 
and the Circumſtances attending them. And 
had the Writers of the New Teflament 
only atteſted in general ſuch and fuch 
Miracles to have been wrought, without 
ſpecifying any particular Circumſtances, ei- 
ther the Occafion of their being wrought, 
| or the Perſons by whom they were 
3 wrought; or thoſe Perſons on whom they 
| were wrought, they had not deſerved the 
| leaſt Credit, For if ſuch Miracles were 
really wrought, why ſhould theſe Things 
be concealed? Or why ſhould thoſe Writ- 
1 ers, who give Teſtimony to theſe Mira- 
| cles, conceal the Circumſtances, that at- 
_ tended them, if they deſired to be be- 
lieved. 5.4 
I here call upon you, Sir, in the moſt 
ſerious and ſolemn Manner, as you would 
not give Sceptics and Unbehevers the 
ſtrongeſt Reaſons to deny the Truth of 
Chriſtianity, to give an Anſwer to theſe 
Things. e 
The plain Truth is this.— It is impoſ- 
üble to believe the ſame Miracles were 
| wrought, after the Days of the Apofics, 


2s 
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as were wrought by them when living; 
becauſe it is impoſſible, if they had been 
wrought, but the Fathers muſt have 
known, upon what Occafion they were 
wrought, by. whom they were wrought, 
and the Names of the Perſons on whom 
they were wrought ; and that, if they had 
known this, they would moſt certainly 
have declared it; and conſequently, their 
not having declared this, is an irrefragable 
Proof, — That no ſuch Miracles were 
wrought after the Days of the Apoſtles. 

I am far from thinking, That the Pri- 
mitive Fathers acted the Part of Cheats 
and Impaſtors. They were weak, credu- 
lous, ſuperſtitious Men; and of the Truth 
of this, their teſtifying ſo many, and ſuch 
ridiculous Stories, as they have done, is 
an undeniable Proof. And This, added 
to their ſincere Piety, and Belief of the 
Truth of Chriſtianity, inclined them to 
hearken to any idle Tales, and to profeſs 
their Belief in them, as thinking they 
might be the Means of propagating Chri- 
ſtianity. 


C 2 And 


as. * 8 4 at a» 
4 „ td. = "3 > es A td 9 „ „ * . TY 
Wend 2 ö S W * 


20 ALETTERm#H 
And let any ſerious Man aſk himſelf 
this Queſtion ;— Whether, if he-had lived 
in thoſe Days, and any Perſon had told 
bim, eſpecially if ſuch Perſon was one of 
the loweſt of the People; — That he had 

« raiſed one Perſon from the Dead, or 

« cured another of ſome Diſeaſe, or had 

&« caſt a Devil out of a third, or had 
.« himſelf ſpoke with Tongues; — whe- 
ther, I ſay, he would not have enquired 
4 of that Perſon into the Circumſtances of 
the Miracles he pretended to have wrought; 
| and, in caſe the Perſon had refuſed to tell 
| him, he would have given the leaſt Cre- 
dit to him; or if that Perſon had told him 
the Circumſtances, and he had thought fit 

to commit an Account of ſuch Miracle 
to Writing, he would not, if he defired } 
others to believe the Truth of thoſe Mi- 
racles,— which he muſt defire, ſuppoſing : 
him to be a good Man, ,—haye related all . 
thoſe Circumflances? 

Be pleaſed, Sir, to give an | Anſwer to 
this, and ſhew any tolerable Reaſons to 
believe, That this would not have been 
| the Caſe; and 1 promiſe you to become 

8 2 as 


wo 
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as zealous an Advocate fir the Primitive 


. Fathers, as yourſelf, or the moſt ET 


Papiſt. 
And ſince the Primitive Fathers have 
not done this, that is, have not related 


the Circumſtances of thoſe Miracles, which 


they pretend to have been wrought in 
their Days, the ſame as the Writers of 
the New Teſtament have done, Dr. Mid- 


dleton might well ſay; — © That there is 


« not ſufficient Reaſon' to believe, upon 


the Teſtimony, which the Primitive 


e Fathers have given, That any ſuch mi- 
e raculous Powers were continued in the 


Church, after the Days of the Apoſtles.” 


But let any Man confider all the ma- 
terial Things and Arguments, which the 
Doctor has urged in his Book, it is, I 
think, impoſſible but he muſt be of the 


fame Opinion with the Doctor. 


Before I take my Leave of the Subject 
of miraculous Powers, let me juſt obſerve, 


how merry you make yourſelf (and, I 
do not in the leaſt doubt, your Readers 


too, I mean in laughing at you, and not 
at the Doctor) with the Doctor's ſaying 


in 
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in anſwer to the Cures atteſted by the 
Primitive Fathers to have been wrought 
by conſecrated Oil; —* That theſe Cures, 
if true, might be accounted for, poſſi- 
, bly without a Miracle, by the natural 
Power and Efficacy of Oil itſelf, and | 
< not from its being conſecrated.” —- Þþ} 
Upon which you make theſe ſhrewd Re- 
| marks; That the Dedor is either 
te ſhewing us a Way of working perpe- 
F « tyal Miracles, without a Miracle, by a 
I « « rightly prepared Oil, of which he only 
j 5 40 has the Receipt, and ſhould he diſcover 1 
it, he might ruine the whole Faculty 
« of Phyſic; or el, in an unreaſonable 
40 Oppoſition to Miracles, he is propa- 
C « gating a Superſtition and Credulity, e- 
« qual to that of the moſt bigotted Pe- 
. or Papi. ¶ Not fo. ſevere, Dear 
Sir, upon your good Friends and Allies 
the Papiſt.)—. For he that can believe : 
Oil alone [without being rightly pre- 
« pared by Confecration ] of ſufficient 1 
Power and Efficacy, to cure the Mala- 
.” dies and Diſeaſes, claimed to be cured ö 
** by the Primitive Church {by the Help | 
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« muſt be prepared to believe the moſt 

« abſurd and impoſſible Fictions, rather 
« than give Credit to the beſt atteſted 


Truth fof Maladies and Diſeaſes being 


« cared by Oil rightly rer by Con- 
ſecration. ** 

Now pray, Sir, who deferves to be 
laughed at; the Doctor, who does not ſay, 


as you ridiculouſly interpret his Words, 


one Word about Oil alone being a Cure 
for Maladies and Diſeaſes; or you, who 


pretend to a Receipt for curing all Mala- 


dies and Diſeaſes, by Oil rightly prepared 
y Conſecration? Or who is it, that is 
propagating a Superſtition and Credulity, 
equal to that of the moſt bigotted Pagan 
or Papiſt, you, or the Doctor? And ts 
it not yourſelf, who pretend to this great 
Wonder-working Power, that threatens 
Deſtruction to the whole Faculty of 
Phyſic? And can you be ſo ridiculous, 
as to give for a Reaſon, © why the Doctor 
* will not allow Oil righily prepared by 
** Conſecration to be a Cure for Maladies 
and Diſeaſes, * unreaſonable Op- 

«© poſition 
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as Pes to Miracles ts A" . 475 
&c. 

You will 5 i > — That 1 miſ- 
repreſent your Meaning, and that you do 
not affirm Oil, rightly prepared by Conſe- 
cration, to be alone a Cure for all Mala- 
dies and Diſeaſes; * but that it was al- 


ways attended by Prayer, and invoking 
te the Name of Jeſus, and by Impoſition 
ce of Hands. —But why were theſe uſed 


at the ſame Time with the Oil, but 
only to beg the Bleſſing of God upon the 
Oil, That it might take Effect in curing 


thoſe Maladies and Diſeaſes, for which it 


was applied? So. that it is really the Oi, 
that works the Cure; otherwiſe, why 
were not the fame Cures wrought by 


Prayer, and invoking the Name of 7e- 


Jus, and by the e of Hands, a- 
lone? 
You ſhould, J think, have phe 
here over. the Doctor, in the ſame Words, 
as you did in the Caſe of the Miracle 


v_ at the Martyrdom of Polycarp; 


— * Thus have 1 ſhewn the unqueſtion- 


re able Validity and Truth of the mira,u- 
"7" 66 lous 


e OE 8 * ' hy . s . . , 
28 


the Rev. Mr. JAR SGW. 2 8 
« Jous Power, continued to the Church, 
« after the Days of the Apoſtles, of cut- 
„ing all Maladies and Diſeaſes by Oil, 
« rightly prepared by Conſecration, as at- 
e teſted by the Primitive Fathers.” 

In the Preface to your Remarks, you 
tell us; — © The Sceprics and Unbelievers 
« were in great Hope, that the Doctor 
« would be able to perform what he had 
« promiſed; and that if he could prove 
« all Miracles after the Days of the A- 
poſtles to be Impoſition and Deluſion, it 
« would not be very difficult, by purſuing 
« his Argument, to prove the Miracles of 
«© Chrift and his Apoſtles to be the Effect 
« of Fewiſh Fraud and Superſtition.” 

Nothing can be more falſe and ridicu- 


| Tous than this is: For ſo far is it from 


being true, that the aſſerting, that there 
15 no ſufficient Reaſon to believe the Mi- 
racles of the Primitive Church, gives any 
Advantage to Sceptics and Unbelievers, to 
argue from thence, That then there is 
no Reaſon to believe the Miracles of Chr:/? 
and his Apoſtles; — that Sceptics and Un- 


behevers conſtantly affirm and argue, That 


D if 
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if it be true, what not only the Church 
of Rome, but Proteſtants, aſſert, That there 
is the ſame Evidence for the Belief of the 
Miracles of the Primitive Church, as for 
the Belief of the Miracles of Chriſt and 
his Apoſtles ; then the Miracles of Chri/ 
and his Apoſtles are no better than Enthu- 
ſiaſm, Cheat, and Impoſture; becauſe it 
is impoſſible to believe the Miracles of the 
Primitive Church to be any other, than 
Enthuſiam, Cheat, and Impoſture. 
So that it is plain, That it is not Dy. 
Middleton, but the Church of Rome, and 
ſuch Proteſtants as yourſelf, that give juſt 
Occaſion to Sceptics and Unbelievers to 
deny the Truth of the Miracles of Chr:/ 
and his Apoſtles, by putting them upon 
the ſame Foot with the Miracles of the 
Primitive Church. 
What Sceptics and Unbelievers hope 
from Dr. Middleton's undertaking to prove, 
That there is no ſufficient Reaſon to 
e believe the Miracles of the Primitive 
Church,“ is, That Protgſtants will un- 
dertake to ſhew, that there is as ſtrong 
Reaſon and Evidence to believe the Mi- 
racles 
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racles of the Primitive Church, as thoſe 
of Chriſt and his Apoſtles; as it will not 
be very difficult, by purſuing their Argu- 
ment, to prove the Miracles of Chrift and 
his Apoſtles to be no better, than Enthu- 
ſiaſm, Cheat, and Impoſture. 

I have ſhewn, That there are not the 


ſame Reaſons and Grounds for the Belief 


of the Miracles of the Primitive Church, 
as for thoſe of Chriſt and his Apoſtles ; 
and, That, for the want of them, there 
can be no Reaſon to believe the Miracles 
of the Primitive Church; but, on the 
contrary, the ſtrongeſt Reaſon to believe, 
that no ſuch Miracles were wrought, as the 
Primitive Fathers teſtify; even with re- 
ſpect to thoſe Miracles, to which you 

very artfully confine your Enquiry, vi. 
Hof raiſing the Dead, of healing the Sick, 
« of caſting out Devils, and of ſpeaking 
with Tongues,” And as for thoſe other 
moſt ridiculous Miracles, which the Fa- 
thers teſtify, and which you and all Pro- 
zeflants, of your Principles, do, and muſt 
profeſs to believe, with the Church of 
Rome; they are ſuch, as no ſerious Man 
| D 2 can 
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can "DT ; and which greatly e the 
Teſtimony, which the Fathers give of 
thoſe other Miracles. vr] 
The Truth and Validity of. the Mira- 
cles of Chrift and his Apoſtles, though it 
does receive Strength from the Teſtimony 
of the Fathers; yet if the Fathers, or any 
| other Perſons, who lived neareft to the 
: Times of the Apgſlles, denied the Truth 
$ of them; this could be no Reafon not to 
f believe them; becauſe the Truth of the | 
3 Goſpei-Hiftory is unqueſtionable from the 
Teſtimony of others, as well Enemies, as 
Friends; and if the Truth of the Gofpel- 
History be once eſtabliſhed and allowed, 
5 it is impoſſible to deny the Truth of the 
=: Miracles it relates, from the very Manner 
1 in which they are related; which ought 
to convince every Man of the Truth and 
Validity of them; which Marks, of the 
Truth of them, are not to be met with, 
in any one of the Miracles teſtified by the 
Fatbers, 
But ſince you es 8 fit to argue : 
againſt Dr. Middteton's Poſition, —< That 
4. +: hers. is not ſufficient Reaſon to believe 
« the 
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the Rev. Mr. JAR SO. 29 
« the Miracles of the Primitive Church WE, | 
from the pernicious Conſequences of it, | 
tho' that does not at all affect the Truth 
of it, and which pernicious Conſequences 
I have ſhewn not to be true; — give me 
Leave to argue againſt your Polition, — 
« That there is ſufficient Reaſon to believe 
© the Miracles of the Primitive Church; 
—and to. ſhew, That it is neceſſarily at- 
tended with the moſt nn Conſe- 
quences. 
Vou cannot be ne of the great 
Complaints, that have been made of late, 
of the great Increaſe of Popery in this 
Kingdom; nor will you, I believe, deny 
the Truth of it. The Queſtion is, To 
what Cauſe is this to be aſcribed ? Let 
us hear what Dr. Middleton ſays upon 
It, W 


*© have (ſays he) long been of Opi- 
nion, That the Succeſs, which the M. 
** /onarres of the Church of Rome have ever 
found in this and; and which of late 
has been more particularly complained 
** of, is chiefly owing to thoſe high No- 
tions of the Primitive Diſcipline, and 
I « oreat 
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e great Reverence for the Antient Fathers: 
« which are entertained and propagated 
« by a great Part of our Clergy, For by 


« agreeing with the Romaniſts thus far, 


< and joining with them in a common 
« Appeal to Primitive Antiquity, we 
© allow all, which they can fairly draw 


« from it, to be ſound and orthodox; and 


though in the End, they may not per- 
<« haps gain every thing, which they aim 


« at, yet they will be ſure always, to come 


* off with great Advantage. 

Mr. Chillingworth himſelf is a me- 
* morable Example of this Truth; who, 
in his Account of the ſeveral Motives, 


« which induced him to embrace the Ro- 


« iſh Faith, mentions the two follow- 
« ing, viz. 

« Becauſe, if any Credit may be given 
« to as credible Records, as any are ex- 
« tant, the Doctrine of Catholics hath 


e been frequently confirmed, and the op- 


« polite Doctrine of Proteſtants confound- 
« ed, with ſupernatural divine Miracles. 

« Becauſe, the Doctrine of the Church 
< of Rome is conformable, and the Do- 
SES „ crine 
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« ctrine of Proteſtants contrary, to the 


« Doctrine of the Fathers, even by the 
« Confeſſion of Proteſtants themſelves; I 
« mean, thoſe Fathers, who lived within 
« the. Compaſs of the firſt fix hundred 
« Years; to whom Proteſtants do very fre- 
« quently, and very confidently appeal. 

« Theſe ſeem to have been the princi- 
« pal Arguments, which abuſed this Great 
« Man, as he expreſſes it, and hurried 


_« him into the Church of Rome. Silly 


« Sophiſms, as he afterwards calls them, 
grounded on Miftakes and falſe Suppo- 
« fitions, which he unadviſedly took for 
granted. Till upon a clear View of the 
« Errors, into which they had drawn him, 
« he perceived, that the Means could not 
« be pure, when the End was ſo corrupt; 
e and found no other Way of retrieving 
« his Miſtake, and becoming Proteflant 
te again, but by diſcarding thoſe fallacious 
% Records, and fictitious Miracles, which 
had ſeduced him, and committing him- 
« ſelf to the ſole Guidance, and infallible 
Authority, of the holy Scriptures, On 


* this Foundation, he has built the moſt 


« ſolid 
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« ſolid and rational Defence of the P;;. 

te Zeftant Cauſe, which has ever been of. 
* fered to the Public ſince the Reforma- 

e tion. Vet our Champions of theſe Days 

« are employing all their Skill, to demo- 

“ liſh what he had built, and to adopt 
te again into the Syſtem of our Faith, all 
ce that he had thrown out of it; all the 
« Nonſenſe, the Superſtition, and the pi- 
cc ons Frauds of the Primitive Ages; nor 
ce will they allow us even to be Chriſtians, 
« but on thoſe very Principles, which 
ce muſt finally make us Papiſts.” Intro. 
ductory Diſcourſe, p. 109, &c. 

Now if a Man, of My. Chillingwortl' 
fine Underſtanding, could be deluded by 
theſe Arts, is it at all ſtrange, that a great 
Number of Proteſtants ſhould be deluded 

by the ſame? When the Miffonaries of 
the Church of Rome tell Proteſtants ; — 

That ſuch as yourſelf contend, That 

te the Scriptures are not to be underſtood, 

« without the Aſſiſtance of the Primitive 

« Fathers; — That there is the fame Evi- 

* dence for the Truth and Validity of 
« the Miracles of the Primitive Church, 

6 as 
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ee 48 for the Truth and Validity of the 
% Goſpet-Miracles;"—and when they con- 
vince Proteſtants, as they eaſily may, That 
the ſame Miracles were wrought, and the 
fame Rites and Ceremonies obſerved,. by 
the Primitive Church, as by the Church 
of Rome; — and, That all Proteſtant 
Churches allow, that the Church of Rome 
has preſerved the ſame Faith, which is 
taught by Chriſt and his Apoſtles, pure 
and uncorrupted : — When theſe Things 
are true, which you cannot deny, how is 
it poſſible, but Popery muſt og en- 
ereaſe among us? 
And though you ts not one Word 
to this, yet you have the Aſſurance to 
tell your Readers, — That you have 
e confidered all the material Things in 
© the Doctor's Book. - But can any thing 
be more material, than what the Doctor 
bas evidently. ſhewn to be the neceſſary 
Conſequence of your Principles? And 
muſt it not needs alarm all ſerious Pro- 
*:/iants, all who with the Continuance of 
the preſent Government? — And yet, to 
this you ſay not one Word, 

_— — 
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So that if it were really true, — That 
there is ſufficient Reaſon to believe the 
Miracles of the Primitive Church; yet 
when the Papiſls draw ſuch Advantages 
from it, as to threaten the Deſtruction of 
our Liberties and Religion; would a wiſe, 
or ſincere Proteftant, and a Lover 1 his 


Country, contend for it? 


To this, I expect you will auer and 


which is, I believe, at the Bottom of all; 
— That if you ſhould yield up this Point, 

«© That there is not ſufficient Reaſon to 
believe, upon the Authority of the Pri- 
« mitzve Fathers, That any miraculous 


« Powers were continued to the Church, 
« after the Days of the Apoſtles; —it will 


<< be the ſame as to acknowledge, That, 
« jf the Fathers could be fo weak, as to 


« believe, without any Grounds or Rea- 


e ſon, the pretended Miracles of the Pri- 
te mitive Church; then muſt They be 


every unfit Perſons to interpret the Seri- 


e ptures, and conſequently the Truth of 


« Chriftianity may juſtly be called in 


* queſtion.” A 


But 
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But ſuppoſing the Primitive Fathers to 
be ever fo unfit Perfons to interpret the 
Scriptures, and that they have given us 
the moſt abſurd and falſe: Interpretations 
of them, even in the very Eſſentials of 
Chriſtianity, it will by no means follow, 
That the Truth of Chriftianity may be 
called in queſtion, Thus indeed, not on- 
ly the Church of Rome, but all Sceptics 
and Unbelievers, argue;—the one to pre- 
ſerve that Reverence, which they pretend 
to be due to the Primitive Fathers, un- 
der a full Conviction, That, if the Fa- 
thers be given up, the Religion of the 
Church of Rome can no longer be ſup- 
ported; — the other, as they are conſcious 
to themſelves, That the Writings of the 
Primitive Fathers afford the moſt plan- 
fible Pretence for the denying of the Truth 
of Chriſtianity, from thoſe abſurd and un- 
_ intelligible Doctrines, which the Fathers 
teach, and maintain to be the Doctrines 
taught by Chriſt and his Apoſtles. 

That the Church of Rome could no 
longer be able to ſupport itſelf, if the 
Fathers were given up, is a moſt unde- 
E niable 
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niable Truth; as it is likewiſe, That Soep- 
tics and Unbelievers would be deprived of 
the moſt plauſible 3 18 Which 
"wn attack Chriſtianity. 

But did all Chriſtians agree in this;—. 


That the Books of Scripture, contain- | 


ed in the New Teſtament, are not 'only 
the Rule, but the whole, and the only 
Rule of Truth in Matters of Religion; 
and, That theſe Books are eaſy to be un- 
derſtood by all Men ;—which is not only 
the Truth, but the Foundation of the 


Proteſtant Religion, we may ſafely give 


up all other Antient Writings whatſoever. 


Far, as I obſerved before, —if there be 


ſuffic ient Reaſon to believe the Truth of 
the Go/pel-Hiftory, the Doctrines it con- 


tains are ſo agreeable to Reaſon, ſo worthy 


of its Divize Author ; and the Miracles, 
which were wrought in Confirmation of 
the Truth of it, 
, Circumſtances, as cannot poſſibly give the 


leaſt Saſpicion, of their being no better 


than Enthuſiaſm, Cheat, and Impoſture : 


ou U theie Things, I lay, be true, what _ 4 
; Neceflity can there be for | 
the 


Occaſion, 


are attended with ſuch 


_ 
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the Aſiſtance of any other Antient Books, 
but thoſe contained in the New Teſta- 
ment? Or what ſerious Proteſtant muſt 
not wiſh, that they were all laid afide, 
when they: ſee the vile Uſe made of them, 
not only by the Church of Rome, in Sup- 


port of their abominable Superſtitions and 
Doctrines; but by Sceprics and Unbe- 


/izvers, to undermine the Truth of Chri- 
ſtianity? 

But ſince you tell us, in your Remarks, 
— That the Primitive Fathers have 
«© preſerved, in their Writings, the pure 
and uncorrupted Faith and Doctrine of 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles, which are de- 


livered and taught in the Scripture; ” 


— by which, I ſuppoſe, you underſtand 
the Books of the New Teſtament ; I doubt 
not to convince you, from your own Ac- 
count of the Writings and Dectrines of the 
Primitive Fathers, That they have cor- 
rupted the plain Doctrine of Chriſt and 
his Apoſtles, and this in the very Eſſentials 
of Chriſtianity; and in ſuch Manner, as 
to render thoſe Doctrines, not only utter- 
ly unintelligible, but impoſſible to be re- 

| conciled 
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conciled with the plain Doctrines of Chrif 
and his Apoſtles, as wann and. | delivered 
in the Scripture, 97 82 yak 
But, in the firſt place, 1 me W 
bat nothing can be more abſurd and 3 
fooliſh, than that Aſſertion, not only of | 
the Church of Rome, but of all ſuch Pro- I 
teſtants as yourſelf ; © That it is an . 
e gument againſt the Truth of Chriſti- 
cc anity, to ſuppoſe, that the Purity of its 
« Doctrines was corrupted, in the Ear- 
« jieft Ages of Chriſtianity 3 becauſe, if 
« thoſe, who lived at that Time, could be 
e miſtaken in the true and eſſential Do- 
e ctrines of Chriſtianity; how can we, 
who live at this Diſfance from thoſe 
« TI imes, have the leaſt Aſſurance, that 
« we are not likewiſe dect ved and miſ- 
« taken.“ 
In Anſwer to this; — Did St, Joln 
think, that it did at all weaken Chriſti- 
anity, or that it was any Argument, that 
it was not eaſy to underſtand the Doctrines 
of Cbriſt, and to diſtinguiſh them from 
all falſe Doctrines, becauſe there were 
ſome Perſons, who corrupted thoſe Do- 
ctrines 
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Aries in his Days; when he has told us, 


in his Firſt Epiftle; - Hereby know 
« ye the Spirit of God, Every Spirit, 
e that confeſſeth, that Jefus Chrift Is 
« come in the Fleſh, is of God. And 
e every Spirit, that confeſſeth not [or de- 
1 nies] that Jeſus Chriſt is come in the 
« Fleſh, is not of God. And this is 
« that Spirit of Antichriſt, whereof ye 
<« have heard, that it ſhould come, and 
« eyen now already is it in the World.” 

It is plain from hence; That ſo early, 
as in the Days of St. Jobn, the pure 
Doctrine of Cbriſt was corrupted, in the 
higheſt Degree; and, That the Apoſtle 
was not afraid to warn all Chriſtians of 
this, leſt it ſhould weaken the Truth of 
Chriſtianity, — That its Doctrines, and 
thoſe the moſt Eſſential, were corrupted 
ſo Early. e | 

And yet This is what the Church of 
Rome conſtantly inſiſts upon, and the 
fame do all Proteſtants of your Principles; 
—*< That if Chriſtianity was corrupted, 
* ſo early, as in the Days of the Primi- 
« tive Fathers, ; — if Thoſe, who lived 

4 «in 
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Boaſts of you, and of the Church of Rome, 
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« in as Time of the Apoſtles, and con- 
« verſed with them, could be deceived i in 


« the Truth of the Doctrines of Chriſti- 
« anity;”—which to deny, as you and 
the Church of Rome do, is to deny a plain 


Matter of Fact; —“ then are we deprived 


of our Evidence for the Truth of Chri- 
* ſtianity; and then is the Structure of 


<«< the Primitive Church ſhaken; and 


« thereby the Foundation of the Chriſtian 


« Religion hurt and deſtroyed ; and no 


Man, at this Difance of Time, can be 
« certain, That he is not miſtaken in the 
<« pure and uncorrupted Doctrines of Chri- 
« ſtianity. — This is the Strength of the 


Arguments of the Church of Rome, and 


5 of all Proteſtants of your Principles, — 


„That Chriſtians ought to contend zea- 
« Jouſly in Support of the Credit and Au- 
« thority of the Primitive Fathers, and 
« of the Uſefulneſs and Neceſſity of their 
« Writings, to know and underſtand the 
« pure and uncorrupted Doctrines of 
« Chriſt and his Apoſiles,” . 

. Notwithſtanding theſe vain and ſenſeleſs 


to 


the Rev. Mr. Ack so. 41 


to revive and ſupport the finking Credit 
of, and Reverence for, the Primitive Fa- 
thers, the happy and neceſſary Effect of 
Dr. Middleton's Free Inquiry; — ] ſhall, 
after the Example of St. Fobn, plainly 
demonſtrate; — That, as the Doctrine of 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles was corrupted ſo 
early, as in the Days of that Apoſtle; ſo the 
Primitive Fathers imbibed the very ſame 
Corruptions, and have taught the very ſame 
falſe Doctrines, which S?. Jobn condemns. 
And this I ſhall ſhew, from the Account, 
which you yourſelf give of the Writings and 
Doctrines of the Primitive Fathers. 
The Faith and Doctrine taught by Chriſt 
and his Apoſtles, which cannot be better | 

expreſſed; than in the Words of the late 
incomparable Dr. Samuel Clarke, is this; 
s That there is one ſupreme Cauſe, and 
Original of Things; one ſimple, un- 
« compounded, undivided, intelligent A- 
gent or Perſon, even the Father, who 
© ts the Alone Author of all Being, and 
* the Fountain of all Power; — That with 
* this Firſt and Supreme Cauſe or Father 
of all Things, there has exiſted from the 
F * Begin- 
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« Beginning [or, which is highly reaſon- 
e able to believe, from all Eternity] a Se- 
e cond Divine Perſon, who is his Word, 
cc or Only-Begotten Son ;—and, That with 
ce the Father, and the Son, there has ex- 
« jſted [the Scripture mentioning no Li- 


* mitation of Time] a Third Divine Per- 


« ſon, who is the Spirit of the Father, 
s and of the Son; —and, That God, even 


the Father, ſo loved the World, that 


He ſent his Only-Begotten Son into the 
World, who was Himſelf willing to be 


ſent, to be born of a Woman, and by that 
Means to be united to a human Body, to 


a Body prepared for Him, that he might 
be capable to reveal the Will of God to 
Mankind, and to lay down his Life a 


Ranſom and a Sacrifice for ſinful Men, 
to reconcile them to God, and to make 


them worthy of eternal Happineſs. 
This, Sir, is the plain and expreſs Faith 
and Doctrine of the Goſpel; and which 


it is aſtoniſhing ſhould ever have been 


corrupted, or that any Diſputes ſhould ever 
have ariſen about it. 


But 
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But fo early, as in the Days of St. John, 
was this plain ſimple Doctrine of the Go- 
ſpel corrupted by one Cerinthus; whoſe 
Hereſy, all learned Men are agreed, 1s 
condemned by Sr. John, in the Beginning 
of his Goſpel, and more exprefly and ful- 
ly in his Firſt Epiſtle. 

« In the Beginning [that is, in the Be- 

ginning of the Creation, or before any 
Thing was created, the Apoſtle plainly 
alluding to the Moſaic Account of the 
Creation] © was the Word, and the Word 
« was with God; and the Word was made 
e Fleſh, and dwelt among us.“ - By the 
Word the Apoſtle means the Only-Begotten 

Son of the Father. And when he ſays, — 
The Word was made Fleſh,” it cannot 
be underſtood .in any other Senſe than 
this ;— That the Word or Son of God was 
united to a human Body, the ſame as the 
Souls of Men are. 

This is more fully expreſſed in the 
1y Chapter of his Firſt Epiſtle, —< Here- 
© by know ye the Spirit of God; every 
„Spirit, that confeſſeth that Fe/us Chri/t 
is come in the Fleſh, is of God; and 


F 2 «every 
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ce every Spirit, that confeſſeth not Cor that 
tt denies] that Jeſus Chriſt is come in the 
« Fleſh, is not of God; and this is that 
« Spirit of Antichriſt, whereof you have 
ee heard, that it ſhould come, _- even 


now already is in the World,” Now 


what other poſſible Senſe can theſe Words 
bear than this. That Feſus Chriſt, or the 
Mord, the Only-Begotten Son of God, af- 
ſumed a human Body, the ſame as an 
Angel might have done, and in this Body 
appeared in the World? This is the ſame 


with what he ſays, in the Beginning of 
his Goſpel, — The Word was made 


ee Fleſh,” 
Hence it plainly appears, That there 


were ſome, who denied, that Feſius Chrif,, 
the Word, or Son of God, was He, who 


was made Fleſh, or that came in the Fleſh, 


 ** Theſe Perſons (to borrow Dr. Clarke's 


« Words) were Cerinthus, and ſome 
ee Branches of the Ebionites, who ſepa- 


« rated Jeſus from Chriſt, making him 
« Two Perſons; and taught that Chrif 


e was not himſelf really incarpate or 


<* made Man; but only defcended upon 


r 
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« the Man Feſus, and left FJeſus the mere 


« Man, at the Time of his Crucifixion to 
4e ſuffer Alone. So that Chriſt himſelf, 


« or the Son of God, did not really ſuf- 


« fer, but nominally or imputatively on- 
40 ] 5. | 


affirming, —That the Son of God, Him- 
ſelf, in his own Perſon, was He, wha 
was made Man and ſuffered, 

It muſt have been the Doctrine of Ce- 
rinthus, That the Son of God was God, 
equal with his Father; and for that Rea- 
ſon could not himſelf be incarnate or ſuf- 


fer. And therefore, for the Sake of that 


Doctrine or Eypot beſis, he invented this 
other, — That Feſus and Chriſt were Two 
Perſons; that Jeſus, the mere Man, was 
he, who was incarnate and ſuffered ; and 
that Chriſt or the Son of God was united 
or joined himſelf to the Man Jeſus, at 
the Time of his Conception, or at his 
Eaptiſm, and that at the Time of his Cru- 
_ciax10n, he left Jeſus the mere Man to 
iufter Alone, | 


4 — Now 


Againſt this Doctrine the Words of 
St. John are expreſly directed, the Apoſtle 
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No wherein does the Doctrine of the 
Primitive Fathers differ from this of Ce- 


rintbus? Do they not plainly and ex- 
preſly teach, That Chrift and Feſus were 
Two Perſons ; That Chrift, the Word, or 


Only-Begotten Son of God, was not He, 


that was incarnate and ſuffered; but that 


this Perſon was Feſus the mere Man, 80 


that they come under the Cenſure and 


Condemnation of St. John, the ſame as 
Cerinthus did. For that Spirit of Anli- 
chrift, which St. Fohn condemns, is the 
making Chriſt and Jeſus to be Two Per- 
ſons; or the denying, That Chri/t, the 


Son of God, was He, who came in the 


Fleſh, 

In this, indeed, the Primitive Fathers 
differed from Cerinthus ; «That whereas 
« he affirmed, That Chriſt left Feſus the 


„ mere Man to ſuffer alone; — they 
teach, © That Chriſt or the Son of God 
e partook of the Sufferings of Jeſus the : 


mere Man.“ 
It is plain from hence, That they be- 


lieved with Cerinthus, That the Son of 


God, Himſelf, in his own Perſon, was 
inca- 
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incapable of ſuffering; and conſequently | 
they muſt believe the Son to be — — 


with the Fatber. 


But the Scripture declaring ſo . 


That we are redeemed by the Blood of 
the Only-Begotten Son of God, that 


they might not ſeem to deny this, they 


invented that other Hypotheſis ; That 
ce the Son of God did not, as Cerinthus 


. affirmed, fly away, and leave Feſus the 
« mere Man to ſuffer Alone; but, That 


all Fast of the nn of the Man 
et Feſus,” g 2 | 

Buy this Hypothefis, they intended to a- 
void the Blaſphemy of aſſerting, That 
the Son of God, whom they believed to 
be God equal with the Father, was the 
Perſon, who ſuffered; and at the ſame 


Time not to aſſert, That it was a mere 


Man only who ſuffered. 

But if Cbriſti, or the Son of God, be 
God equal with the Father, it is no leſs 
Blaſphemy to affirm, That he partook of 


the Sufferings of a mere Man; than it is 
to affirm, That He himſelf ſuffered in his 


own Perſon, Beſides, That it is utterly 
unin- 
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miele bis and impoſſible to de true, 
That any one Perſon can, by Virtue of 
any Sort of Union, partake of the Suffer- 
ings of Another, So that the Doctrine of 
A the Primitive Fathers ſtands charged with 
the ſame Abſurdity and Impiety, with 
chat of Gerinthus, in affirming, That the 
Perſon, who ſuffered, was a mere Man; 
or, as Dr, Clarke expreſſes it. 'Tis re- 
<« ducing. the whole Doctrine of the Hu- 
* miliation and Incarnation of the Son of 
God, to a mere empty Figure of Speech; 
< and, under the Appearance of ſpeaking 
of Chriſt, as the Supreme God, making 
him really nothing but a mere Man,” 
Let us now ſee, from your own Account 
of the Doctrine of the Pr imitive Fathers, 
and of that of Cerinthus, what Difference 
there is between them, and whether the 
Doctrine of both is not equally condemn- 
ed by St. Fobn. 

This then is the Account, which you 
give in your Adnotationes ad N ovatianum, 


which I ſhall ſet down in your own 
Words, 


£c Ex 
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t« Ex his & multis aliis in hujus prim- 
t Evi Antiſtitis & Martyris Scriptis oc- 
« currentibus Luce clarius eſt, ſecundum 
« illius & veteris Eccleſiæ catholicte ſen- 
« tentiam, Verbum five Filium Dei reve- 
« ra pro ſalute hominum paſſum fuiſſe; 


f 


ce & Cerinthianis Hereſeos dicam 1 impin- | 


i oebant, eo quod Chriſtum divinum Dei 
Verbum & Filium impaſſibilem præ- 


« dicarunt ; &, ut impaſſibilem monſtra- 


« rent, avolantem a Jeſu ſub paſſione fin- 
© xerunt. Contra docuit Eccleſia Chri- 


« ſtum ipſum five Verbum Dei una cum 


e homine Jeſu crucem ſuſtuliſſe & paſſum 
« fuiſſe; ſicut diſcipuli ejus illius exem- 
« plo & hortatu propter Evangelii profeſ- 
e fhonem paſſi fuerunt. Ob hanc jgitur 
e cauſam hereticos Jeſum a Chriſto five 
e Verbo ſeparantes criminabantur, quod 


t Chriſtum impaſſibilem, hominem au- 


© tem Jeſum paſſum eſſe retulerunt. Hzc 
qd * ſcholaſticis notatu digna ſunt, qui hu- 


e manam Chriſti naturam ſolam paffioni 


15 ſubjiciunt, diſtinguentes inter Jeſum & 
Chriſtum fere ut Cerinthiani, & illorum 
* fimiles Verbum omnino impaſſibile pro- 


18 | cc Pug. 
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4 pugnantes. Qualemcunque vero 8 
etiam de Chriſti humana natura habue- 
runt veteres & Apoſtolorum ævo proximi 
| Patres, tamen Paſſionem nunquam illi 
ſoli adſeribunt, ſed Verbum ipſum par- 


| 9 ticipaſſe illam, crediderunt.” 5. 3 58. | : 

| The Queſtion here is; Who was the 1 

f Perſon, that was incarnate and {uttered ? . 

| ” And it is a, Queſtion of the greateſt 

| e as well to manifeſt God's ir- 
reconcileable Hatred to Sin, and his amaz- : 


ing Love to Mankind, and the great Love 
and Condeſcenſion of his Son; as to make 
Men ſenſible of the Obligations they lie 
under, to fear and love God and his On- 
ly-begotten Son, and to deteſt all manner 
of Sin and Wickedneſs, 
The Primitive Church (you here ell 
« us) condemned Cerinthus of Hereſy, for 
« ſeparating Chriſt from Teſius, and mak- 1 
ing them Two Perſons; and in conſe- 
« quence. of this, aſſerting, That Chr: Je, — = 
or the Son of God, was not he that was 
| <« incarnate and ſuffered, but that it was 
| c Jeſus the mere Man; and, That Chriſt, 
1 ce or the Son of God, was incapable of 
« ſuffering; 
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c ſuffering; and therefore he [Cerinthus] 

« feigned, That Chriſt fled away, and left 
cc Jeſus, the mere Man, at the Time of 
; « his Crucifixion, to ſuffer Alone.” 

L But pray, Sir, did not the Primitive 
7 Church ſeparate: Chrift from Feſus, and 
make them to be Two Perſons? This 
: you cannot deny. But then you tell us, 

s That the Primitive Church, and the 
« Primitive Fathers conſtantly aſſert, That 
Cbriſt, or the Son of God, was capable 
« of ſuffering, and that he did really ſuf- 
fer. But how did he ſuffer? Did he, 
Himſelf, in his Own Perſon, ſuffer? No, 
but he partook of the Sufferings of Feſus 
the mere Man ; — that is, another Perſon 
really ſuffered, and he partook of his Suf- 
erings. And is not this a moſt ſhameful 
Equivecation # 

«© The Primitive Church (you fay) 
„taught, That Chrift, the Word, or Son 
« of God, ſuffered, —una cum homine Fe- 
*© /u, — together with the Man Jeſus. — 
50 that there were in reality Two Perſons, 
that ſuffered. And, —“ That he ſuffered, 

in the /ame Manner, as his Difctples 
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< ſuffered for the Profeſſion of the Go- 


e ſpel.” — Did not the Diſciples, Them- 
ſelves, in their Own Perſons, and Alone, 
ſuffer? How then did Chrift ſuffer, in 
the /ame Manner, as they did; if he did 
not Himſelf, in his Own Perſon, and A- 
lone, ſuffer, but only partook of the Suſ- 
ferings of Another Perſon? 
Cerinthus made Chriſt and Feſus to is 
Two Perſons, And for what Reaſon ? 


You yourſelf tell us,—<* Becauſe he would 


te have it to be true, That the Perſon, who 


es ſuffered, was a mere Man; and, That 


cc * Chriſt, or the Son of God, was incapa- 
<< ble of ſuffering.” '— Nor, 1 could 
this Doctrine be ſupported any other Way. 
But what Occaſon had the Primitive 
Church, or the Primitive Fathers, to 
make Chriſt and Jeſus to be Two Perſons? 
If Chriſt, or the Son of God, was, as they 
affirm, really capable of ſuffering, and 
did really ſuffer ;— what Occaſion had they 
for this Fickion of Cerinthus, — © That 
« Chriſt and Feſus were Two Perſons?” 
—Or what Occaſion had they for that 

Fiction of their own, That Chr, ot 


ee the 
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« the Son of God, partook of the Suffer- 
e ings of the Man Jeſus? "i 

Is it not plain from hence,—That both 
Cerintbus, and the Primitive Fathers, be- 
lieved Chriſt, or the Son of God, to be 

God, equal with his Father,—And, That 

the Fathers, unwilling to affirm, in ex- 
preſs Contradiction to the whole New 
Teſtament, That the Perſon, who ſuffer- 
cd, was a mere Man, therefore invented 
that abſurd and impious Hypotheſis, — 
That Chriſt, or the Son of God, par- 
* took of the Sufferings of the Man Je- 
« uns?? 

Whether you will ſee, and acknowledge 
it, or not; The Doctrine Which Sr. John 
condemns is the making Chrif and Jeſus 
to be Two Perſons; for the Apoſtle ex- 

preſly declares, —*< That every Spirit, that 
« confefſeth not (or denies) That Feſus 
* Chriſt is come in the Fleſh, is not of 
i God,” — He does not ſay, That who- 
ſoever denies, That Chriſt leaving out Fe- 
/us] is not come in the Fleſh, is not of 
God ; — which he certainly would have 
done, were Feſus and Chri/t Two Perſons. 
— And 
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And for what Reafon does the Apoſli 
condemn the Doctrine of Cerinthus ? for, 
pray obſerve, This was the Doctrine of Ce- 
rinthus, — That Chrift and Teſus were 


« Two Perſons,” — but plainly for this 
Reafon ; — Becauſe the neceſſary Conſe- 


quences of that Doctrine are, — That Je- 
fas, and not Cbriſt, was he, that came in 
the Fleſn; — and, That Jeſus, and not 


Cbri n, was the Perſon that ſuffered ? 80 
that the Light of the Sun, at Noon- day, 


is not clearer than this, That the Print- 


tive Church, and Cerintbus fall, both of 
them, equally, and the ſame, under the 


Cenfure and Condemnation of Sf. Jobn. 

What avails it then, That the Primmi- 
tive Church, and the Primitive Fathers, 
taught, —“ That the Son of God was ca- 
« pable of ſuffering, and That he did 
te really ſuffer ;''—when at the ſame time 


They taught that very Doctrine, which 
neceſſarily ſuppoſes him to be incapable 


of ſuffering, and that he did not willy 
ſuffer. 
* God n our Bleſſed tis) ſo 


e loved the World, that he gave his 
« Only 
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ec Only-begotten Son.“ — So likewiſe Sr. 
Paul; —< He that ſpared not his Own 


Son, but delivered him up for us all, 
« how ſhall he not with him alſo freely 


« give us all Things?” — And the ſame fays 
St. Jobn; —“ In this was manifeſted the 
«© Love of God towards us, becauſe that 


« God ſent his Only-begotten Son into 


4 the World, to be the Propitiation for 
* our Sins.“ 


| This 18 ;ntelligible, This 1s plain and 


eaſy to be underſtood. This the Poor and 


Illiterate may eaſily comprehend, But the 
wiſeſt, and moſt learned Man, cannot 
underſtand himſelf, or make it intelligible 

to others, — How Chr4/t, or the Sor of 
God, partook of the Sufferings of the 
«© Man Feſus.” — Be pleaſed to try your 
Skill, either to explain it yourſelf, or to 
make a poor, illiterate Perſon underſtand 
it, Or will you ſay,—That it is ſuffici- 
ent, that they believe it, as the Papiſts do 
Tranſubſtantiation, as a great Myftery ; 
and that there is no Neceſſity, they ſhould 
have a clear and diftiact Knowledge, — 
who the Perſon was, that came down 


from 
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from Heaven, that was incarnate, and that 
laid down his Life a Ranſom and a N 
fice for ſinful Men? 


Can any thing be more abſurd 00 


fooliſh, than to hear a learned Man talk, 


as you do, of—“ the human Nature ſuf- 
te fering.— What is Nature, but an ab- 


ſtract Term? Is Nature a Perſon? Or can 


any Thing, but a Perſon, be ſaid to ſuffer? 
And is not the making Chriſt and Jeſus 


to be Two Perſons, and to affert, That 


Chriſt did not really himſelf, in his Own 
Perſon, ſuffer ; but that he partook of the 
Sufferings of the Man Jeſus; — © Is not 


this (as Dr, Clarke obſerves) reducing 


tt the whole Doctrine of the Humiliation 
« and Incarnation of the Son of God, to 
<« a mere empty Figure of Speech ; and 
e under the Appearance of ſpeaking of 
“ Chriſt, as the /upreme God, making bim 
« really nothing but a mere Man; — or, 
under the Pretence of ſpeaking of Chriſt, 
as really ſuffering, e that a mere 
Man Only ſuffered ? | 

Verily, Sir, theſe Things are ſo plain, 


that it is a Shame to go about to prove 
them, 
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them. But it is a much greater Shame to 
hear you affirm; — That the Primitive 
e Fathers have preſerved, in their Writ- 
« ings, the pure and uncorrupted Faith and 
« Doctrine of Chriſt and his Apoſtles?” 
And are theſe the Primitive Fathers, 
without whoſe Aſſiſtance the Seriptures are 
not to be underſtood ? This the Primitive 
Church, whoſe Structure if it be ſhaken, 
the Foundation of Chriſtianity is in Dan- 
ger of being overturned? Let Papiſts fay 
this, becauſe the Foundation of their own 
Church ſtands, not upon the Scriptures, 
but upon the MVritings of theſe Antient 
Fathers; and who for this Reaſon deny 
any, but their own Clergy, who are in the 
Secret of all the Enthufiaſm, Cheat, and 
Impoſture of their Church, the Uſe of the 
Scriptures, But let Proteſtants be aſham- 
ed to join with Them; the Foundation of 
| whoſe Religion, according to their own 
Confeſſion, is the Scripture only. Let them 
be aſhamed to contend for the ſame Re- 
_ verence for theſe Primitive Fathers, and 
their Writings, as the Papiſts do; for 
which the Papiſis deride Them, well 


11 knowing, 
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knowing. — That They afford the Miſio- 


naries of the Church of Rome the moſt. 


plauſible Pretence to make Proſelytes to 
their Religion. 

Be ſo good, Sir, the next Time you 
take this Subject in hand, if you are not 
aſbamed to appear any more in it, to give 
an Anſwer to theſe Things; and, inſtead 
of ſhewing, — © That the Fathers have 
ce given us the true Senſe and Interpreta- 
« tion of the Millennial State; — which 


very little concerns Chriſtians in general 


to know ; ſhew that They have taught the 


pure and uncorrupted Doctrine of Chri/ 
and his Apoſtles in the Redemption of Man 


by the Blood of the Only-Begotten Son of 
God ;—which it is of the laſt Importance, 
that all Chriſtians ſhould clearly and di- 
ſtinctly know and underſtand. 


The plain Truth, Sir, and Reſult of the 
Whole is This: 


We cannot too much exalt the Only- 
Begotten Son of God, Chrift Jeſus, pro- 


vided we take care to diſtinguiſh Him 


from the One Supreme God and Father of 
all. He 1s moſt certainly the Perſon or 


Being, 
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Being, in his own incomprehenſible Na- 


ture and Eſſence, Next in Dignity to God 
his Father. He is the Only-Begotten Son 
of God, ſo called, on purpoſe to diſtinguiſh 


Him from every other Perſon or Being 


whatſoever; and to ſignify, that he de- 
tives his Being, from God his Father, in 


4 peculiar and incomprehenſible Manner; 


and what no Man ought to preſume to be 


able to explain, —Or, to uſe the Words of 


Dr. Clarke, . To the Son are aſcribed in 
** Scripture the Greateſt Things, and the 


** Higheft Titles, even all Communicable 


Divine Powers, that is, All Powers, 
„which include not That Independency 
and Supreme Authority, by which the 
God and Father of All is diſtinguiſhed 
to be the God and Father of All.“ 

And how Great and Incomprebenſible 
ever, both to Men and Angels, the Son 

God is; yet as he is not, as he can- 


not be the One Supreme God, he might 


de incarnate, and ſuffer, the ſame, as an 
Angel, or a human Scl. 

And, That this Great and Glorious 
"erſon condeſcended to leave that Glory, 
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which he had with God, and to be in- 
carnate, and really to ſuffer, He, Himſelſ, 
in his Own Perſon; — This is the Peculiar 
lory of Chriſtianity; — T is, and This 
Alone, manifeſts, in an intelligible Man- 
ner, the amazing Love and Condeſcenſion 
of God, and of his Son, in the Redemption 
of Man. I am, Bun Grp 


SIR, Ge. 
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